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MEDIA RELEASE
July 1, 1987
UM ESTABLISHES PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
TO ATTRACT TOP STUDENTS
MISSOULA —
To attract top-quality freshmen, the University of Montana 
has established the highly competitive Presidential Scholarship 
Program.
Presidential Scholars, the first 10 of whom were recently 
named for 1987-88, receive $1,500 a year for four years if they 
stay in good academic standing. They are chosen by the UM Honors 
Committee on the basis of high school transcripts, activities, 
standardized test scores, letters of recommendation and an essay.
Scholarships recipients, who are admitted to the Honors 
Program, receive priority registration for certain courses and 
opportunities for internships, foreign study, research 
assistantships, academic retreats and career development 
programs.
Established through the UM Foundation and administered by 
the Honors Program, the Presidential Scholarship Program will 
provide 20 awards a year when fully in place; 15 of them will go 
to outstanding Montana high school graduates and five of them to 
superior out-of-state students.
Bill Zader, executive director of the Foundation, says the
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new scholarships will benefit the entire campus and state as well 
as the recipients.
"Besides raising the level of the classroom experience for 
all students, Presidential Scholars will contribute significantly 
to attracting and retaining top-quality faculty," he says.
"Also, when educated in Montana, these students are likely to 
stay and contribute to the future of the state."
Donors to the program contribute at least $20,000 and name 
the scholarships as they wish. They can establish an endowment 
in a number of ways, including a gift of cash, real estate or 
securities.
Donors to date include James and Theresa McDonough of 
Billings; Earl and Noella Morgenroth of Reno, Nev.; and an 
anonymous donor from Billings. Other money has come from the UM 
Excellence Fund and the Grizzly Riders International, a group of 
business people from across the country.
To become a donor, contact the University of Montana 
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